This publication’s original Register page, dated 17 November 2016, appeared without 
the Summary of reasons for decision which appears below: 


Title of publication: 

The Wild One 


Other known title (s): 

Not stated 


OFLC ref: 

1600896.000 


Medium: 

DVD 


Director: 

Laslo Benedek 


Producer: 

Stanley Kramer 


Country of origin: 

United States 


Language: 

English 


Applicant: 

Nga Taonga Sound & Vision 


Classification: 

Unrestricted: Parental guidance recommended for younger 
viewers. 

Excisions: 

No excisions recommended 


Descriptive note: 

Contains violence. 


Display conditions: 

None 


Date of entry in Register: 

17 November 2016 


Date of direction to 

issue a label: 

17 November 2016 


Date of notice of decision: No notice of decision has been issued 



Components 

Running time 

Feature(s): 

The Wild One 

75:58 

Timed component(s): 

U.S. Theatrical Trailer 

Notices 

1:38 

0:29 

Total running time: 


78:05 


Summary of reasons for decision: 

The Wild One is an iconic American film from 1953, starring Marlon Brando. Shot in 
black and white, the film follows motorcycle enthusiast Johnny and his Black Rebel 
Motorcycle Club as they roll into a sleepy American town. The film appears to have 
been erroneously cross-rated in 1987 as Unrestricted with parental guidance 





recommended (PG) instead of retaining the 1977 R16 classification given by the Chief 
Censor of Films. The applicant has requested that the film be reconsidered to clarify its 
classification under current law. Due to the limited way in which the film deals with 
violence, crime and cruelty, the film’s unrestricted availability is not likely to cause injury 
to the public good. This is considerably reinforced by the film having been available in 
New Zealand with a PG label for the past 29 years. Consideration is given to the 
unrestricted classification which would best advise New Zealanders of the 
appropriateness of the film’s content. While the publication is unlikely to appeal to 
younger audiences, the violence is nonetheless likely to prove challenging to young 
children. Therefore The Wild One is classified as unrestricted, with the advisory of 
parental guidance required. This classification places no limitations on the right to 
freedom of expression as set out in s!4 of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990. 



